
Invitation to attend the

Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron

21 Year Club Reunion Dinner
for members with 21 years or longer membership 

to be held in Flags Function Room 
at the Squadron Clubhouse on

Friday 20 July 2018
at 1900 hours for 1930 hours

with Special Guest Speakers
Mark Hipgrave, Rohan Wood and Annette Hesselmans who have just 

completed the Melbourne to Osaka and 
Alex Gough, fresh off the boat from the Volvo Ocean Race

Guest Speaker details overleaf

RSVP: to Lynne T: 3396 8666 | E: mail@rqys.com.au - by Friday 13 July 2018
Dress: Squadron or Reefer Jacket & Tie  

Cost Options: $104 - a two course dinner with petit fours and drinks to 11 pm 
or $64 - a two course dinner with petit fours and drinks on a cash basis

Payment is required at the time of booking and
cancellations within 48 hours of the event are unable to be refunded

The following members have offered to act as Table Hosts for the dinner. If you would like to be 
seated at one of these tables please advise at the time of booking: 

V/Cdr Barry Cuneo - Gray Pritchett - Andrew Woodforth - Grant Somerville - Craig Mathie - 
John Warlow - Matthew Hill-Smith - Jason Passey - Bill Canfield

Other table groups are also welcome

We gratefully acknowledge the support of Mark’s Vineyards  
in providing the wines for this evening



2018 - 21 Club Reunion Dinner Guest Speakers
Mark Hipgrave & Rohan Wood
Mark and Rohan had some simple goals for the Melbourne Osaka race 2018 - start healthy, 
finish healthy, remain mates, and return home safely to their families. The other (unwritten) 
one was to be competitive, do our Squadron proud and place on the podium. While the 
majority of their goals were achieved, with the RQYS burgee now flying proudly in the Hokko 
Osaka Yacht club, listen as they talk about just one of their multiple challenges - with only 
16 NM from the finish, with an assured third position on IRC, battling fatigue and sleep 
deprivation, one error of judgement nearly resulted in losing the entire rig and not even 
completing the race.  

Come and hear them speak about the trials and tribulations of Australia’s longest Category 
1+ yacht race, the equivalent of eight back-to-back Sydney to Hobart’s with only two people 
on board. Some have called it the “Everest of Yachting”. It is unassisted – no stops, no 
on-boarding, just two men in a boat. From the initial conversations, to the planning and 
preparation, the race and the celebrations, this story has it all. 

Annette Hesselmans
Annette was due to compete in the Melbourne - Osaka race with a crew member who, at the 
last minute, was not able to sail so she ‘press ganged’ her husband to sail with her. A true 
test of a relationship both on and off the water, Annette will share with us her remarkable 
achievements.

Stacey Jackson
Stacey brings over 15 years of sailing experience, both inshore and offshore. She’s sailed 11 
Sydney Hobart Yacht races (including line honours onboard the Maxi yacht Wild Oats), TP52 
regattas, Mumm 30 World Championships and one Fastnet. Stacey crewed on Vestas 11th 
Hour Racing in the 2017/18 Volvo Race.


