
 
Deanbilla Announcements 
 
Commodore Ian Threlfall 
I am pleased to announce to the membership a number of 
important projects which will add significant member and 
community benefit into the future. 
A number of our initiatives that have been on the agenda for some 
months or years now are reaching fruition. 
Initiative 1 – RQYS Member Moorings 
Several years ago, the State Government (MSQ) gazetted a large 
proportion of Deanbilla Bay as a small craft mooring area with an 
associated 66 mooring positions. Indeed, a look at the latest 
edition of marine charts will confirm that the moorings have all 
been designated. RQYS did not play a part in this process. Over 
time, some of these gazetted moorings have been taken up by 
members of the General Public. Over a year ago, the RQYS 



General Committee decided to apply, on behalf of our members, 
for permission to deploy 10 moorings within this already approved 
zone for short term member use. These 10 environmentally 
friendly moorings are currently being installed. During the next 
week we will publish further information to members as to how to 
take advantage of this great new member benefit. 
Initiative 2 – Deanbilla Bay Mooring Management 
The Deanbilla Bay mooring area is already gazetted and approved 
by MSQ and as it stands, over time, the remainder of the 66 
moorings will in all probability be taken up by private, permanent 
boat moorings – similar to the One-Mile anchorage. 
RQYS has formed the view that the boating public and Stradbroke 
Island in general may be better served by a larger number of short 
term visitor moorings being made available within the Deanbilla 
Bay designated area, so that Queensland’s boating public may still 
regularly visit the Island, in contrast with, for instance, the One-
Mile, where short term visitation is severely restricted through 
private, permanent mooring ownership. 
Accordingly, RQYS has recently applied for management rights 
over a portion of the already approved mooring area, so that we 
can make these moorings available to members and importantly, 
also to the general public on a short-term visitor basis. This 
application is still under consideration by the authorities and 
discussions are continuing. 
Initiative 3 – Deanbilla Sailing Academy 
Some months ago, RQYS identified an opportunity to establish 
new Sailing Academy campus and member destination on North 
Stradbroke Island. The property on Deanbilla Bay, is currently held 
by Sibelco LTD (the sand mining operator). 
In line with the Squadron's strategic goal of developing the sport of 
sailing and, in particular, developing facilities for increasing the 
participation by children and young adults in the sport of sailing, 
we have been in discussions with Sibelco and State and Local 
Government with the aim of securing this property for future 
generations of sailors. Our intention is to engage with local 
Stradbroke and Redlands youth and schools to increase 
participation in the sport of sailing. 
These discussions are ongoing, complex and of course involve 
Local and State Government as well as Sibelco. General 
Committee has unanimously supported this project, discussions 
have progressed positively and a successful resolution is 



anticipated. We will report to membership as the project 
progresses. 
Overall, these three distinct initiatives are aimed squarely at 
developing the sport of sailing and are in the interests of RQYS 
sailing and cruising members now and into the future. 
Ian Threlfall - Commodore	  


